PHARMACOTHERAPY

Authorship, Ghost Writing, and Guest Authorship Policy

Pharmacotherapy strives to be certain that its readers are accurately informed regarding the
authorship of all articles that it publishes. We define authorship as follows:

A person designated as an author must meet all of the following criteria: (1)
contributed to the conception and design, or analyzed and interpreted the
data; (2) drafted the article or revised it critically for important intellectual
content; and (3) approved the final version to be published. Supporting the
study or collecting data does not constitute authorship. Authorship based
solely on position (e.g., research supervisor, department chair) is not
permitted. Any person not meeting all three criteria above should be listed in
an acknowledgment.

Manuscripts submitted for publication must list all authors, including the person who drafted the
original manuscript. This includes paid or unpaid medical writers (“ghost writers”).

“Ghost” authorship is defined as a person or entity contributing substantially to the creation of a
manuscript (as defined above), but who is not acknowledged as an author. This situation most often
arises when a commercial entity (e.g., a medical education company acting on behalf of a
pharmaceutical manufacturer) actually creates the first or subsequent drafts of a manuscript. The
ethical breach here is that an actual author is missing from the list of authors. The remedy is to
reveal all “real” authors to the readers, as well as their affiliations.

“Guest” authorship occurs when a “ghost” author truly creates a manuscript, and invites the “guest”
author to be named as the author, with little or no intellectual input to the manuscript from the guest
author. Guest authorship in this context is never ethical.

Pharmacotherapy requires all authors to reveal all potential conflicts of interest (as outlined in the
“conflict of interest” statement that all authors must complete prior to submitting papers). Significant
conflicts of interest are revealed in the opening footnote of the published paper.

Pharmacotherapy also requires that all authors declare that they have met the qualifications to be
considered an author (see definition of authorship above) AND that everyone who contributed to the
manuscript as a qualified author has been named as an author.



